
AGENDA
GREENE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY

Monday, December 17, 20Lg
6:00 P.M.

The Greene county Commission wil l  meet at the Greene County courthouse on Monday, December 17,
2018 beginningr at 6:00 p.m. in the Criminal Courtroom (Top Floor) in the Courthouse.

CaIl to Order
*Invocation - Commissioner Cli f ford ' .Doc,, Bryant
*Pledge to FIag - Comrnissioner paul Burkey
*Ro11 CaIl

Public Hearing
r Crystal rTessee
r Mahon Fritts, CEO of AI,PS - Adult Dav Services
r .fudith Sexton
. ,toe]- Haugser
. Bob Burchnell
o Public hearing on Resolution A

Approval of Prior Minutes

Reports
. Reports from Solid Waste Dept.
. Conmittee minutes

Election of Notaries

Old Business
r Letters to Representatiwes David Hawk and ,Jeremy Faison and Senator steve Southerland

regarding the resolut ion passed at the November tg, 2078 commission meetlng requesting
Special Commissioner Fees paid to County off icials to be returned to the Greene Councv
General- Fund

Reso]-utions
A. A resolution to rezone certain terrj.tory owned by Jeffery & Brenda

Business Distr ict to A-1, General Agriculture Distr ict within the
Greene County, Tennessee

B. A resolution to set a speed limit on walkertown Road (second reading)
c. A resolution to set a speed limit on Bernard Road (second reading)
D. A resolution of the Greene County Legislative Body to select a new fixed

option for the Greene County 457 (b) deferred compensation program offered
for the FYE June 30, 2019

E' A resolution requesting the duly elected State senator and State Representatives for Greene
County take such lega1 steps as is necessary to require/mandate the appointed position of Clerk
and Master becorne an elected position as are other Constitutional offices

F. A resolution to rescind or reconsider the resolution authorizing suzanne Cook as County
Attorney Pro-Tem to appeal from the orders of the Chancery court on the salary suit filed by
the Clerk & I'Iaster, Kay Solomon-Armstrong

G. A resolution to prohibit further debate or vote on the appeal of the Clerk and Master, s saLarv
lawsuit

Other Business
' Appointment of Robin euirren to the Budget & Finance committee

Adjournment
Closing Prayer - Commissioner Jason Cobble

** Deadline for submission of resolutions for the next Commission meeting
wi l l  be  January  10 th  a t  4 :30  pm **

** THE NEXT COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING WILL BE HELD ON
2Ot9 DT'E TO HOLIDAY **

Thornburg, from B-2 General
Unincorporated Territory of

annuity investnent
through Natj.onwide

TUESDAY, JAIIUARY 2 2 ,
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LORI BRYANT
GRBENE COUNTY CTERK

204 North Cutler Street
Suite 200

Greeneville, TN 37745

November 26,2018

Representative David B. Hawk
425 sth Avenue North
Suite 644 Cordell Hull Building
Nashville, TN 37243

IN REF: A Resolution of the Greene Counfy Legislative Body requesting/requiring
Special Commissioner Fees paid to County Officials be returned to the Greene County
General Fund

Dear Representative David B. Hawk,

Please be advised that I am the County Clerk for Greene County, Tennessee.
I have been asked by our County Legislative Body to forward a copy of the enclosed
Resolution adopted by our County Commission on November l9ozDl&rwith a quorum
being present and a majority voting in the affirmative, requests that the Tennessee General
Assembly, respectively, considering the following:

c For fee offices operating under the budget or salary system method, the oflicials
shall turn over all fees and commissions, including special commissioner fees,
to the county general fund on a monthly basis.

o That our State Legislators propose Legislation to amend Section 8-22-l0l
of Tennessee Code Annotated to require the same.

Thank you in advance for your consideration in the Resolution of the Greene
County Legislative Body requesting/requiring Special Commissioner Fees paid to
Counfy Oflicials be returned to the Greene Counfv General Fund.

Sincerely,

d&* ob*ec-
Lori BrvantJ
Greene County Clerk



LORI BRYANT
GREENE COUNTY CI-ERK

204 North Cutler Street
Suite 200

Greeneville. TN 37745

November 26,2018

Representative Jeremy Faison
425 sth Avenue North
Suite 622 Cord,ell Hull Building
Nashville, TN 37243

IN REF: A Resolution of the Greene County Legislative Body requesting/requiring
Special Commissioner Fees paid to County Officials be returned to the Greene County
General Fund

Dear Representative Jeremy Faison,

Please be advised that I am the County Clerk for Greene County, Tennessee.
I have been asked by our County Legislative Body to forward a copy of the enclosed
Resolution adopted by our County Commission on November 19,2018, with a quorum
being present and a majority voting in the affirmative, requests that the Tennessee General
Assembly, respectively, considering the following:

o For fee offices operating under the budget or salary system method, the officials
shall turn over all fees and commissions, including special eommissioner fees,
to the county general fund on a monthly basis.

r That our State Legislators propose Legislation to amend Section 8-22-l0l
of Tennessee Code Annotated to require the same.

Thank you in advance for your consideration in the Resolution of the Greene
County Legislative Bady requesting/requiring Special Commissioner Fees paid to
County Officials be returned to the Greene Counfv General Fund.

Sincerely,
\U '  /) \
fiq,,. ($rr-'g- Jf"

\ - J

Lori Bryant
Greene County Clerk



LORI BRYANT
GREENE COUNTY CLBRK

204 North Cutler Street
Suite 200

Greeneville. TN 37745

November 26,2018

Senator Steve Southerland
425 sth Avenue North
Suite 722 Cordell Hull Building
Nashville, TN 37243

IN REF: A Resolution of the Greene County Legislative Body requesting/requiring
Special Commissioner Fees paid to County Officials be returned to the Greene County
General Fund

Dear Senator Steve Southerland"

Please be advised that I am the County Clerk for Greene County, Tennessee.
I have been asked by our County Legislative Body to forward a copy of the enclosed
Resolution adopted by our County Commission on November 19,2018, with a quorum
being present and a majority voting in the affirmative, requests that the Tennessee General
Assembly, respectively, considering the following:

o For fee offices operating under the budget or salary system method, the officials
shall turn over all fees and commissions, including special commissioner fees,
to the county general fund on a monthly basis.

o That our State Legislators propose Legislation to amend Section 8-22-l0l
of Tennessee Code Annotated to require the same.

Thank you in advance for your consideration in the Resolution of the Greene
Counfy Legislative Body requesting/requiring Special Commissioner Fees paid to
County Officials be returned to the Greene County General Fund.

Sincerely,
\p
d\{.- d) 'r^"o-s"

\ _ )
Lori Bryant
Greene Counfy Clerk



A RESOLUTION TO RFUOI{E CTRTAIH TERRITORY
OWHED BY JEFFERY & BRTNDA THORNBURG

FROM 8.2 6ENERAI BUSINTS5 OISTRICT TO A.1, 6ENERA! AGRICULTUftT DISTRICT
WITHIN THE UNINCORPORATED TTRRITORY OF 6REENE COUNfi, TENNESSEE

WHe REAS, the 6reene County Commission has adoptecl a zoning resolution establishing zone <Jistricts
within the unincorporated territory of Greene County, tennessee and regulations for the use of property
therein; and

WHEREAS, the Greene County Commission realizes that any zoning plan must be changed from trme to
time to provide for the continued efficient and economic development of the county; ano

WHEREAS, Jeffery and Brenda Thornburg has requested that this properry be rezoned from B-2,
General Business District to A-1, General Agriculture District; an<J

WHEREAS, the Greene County Regional Planning commission did review a request on October 9, 2018
that the Jeffery and Brenda lhornburg property be rezoned and recommended lhat the Greene County
Commission approve the request to rezone the property,

NOw, THEREFORT 8E lT RESOLVED that the Greene County Legislative Body meeting in regular session
on the LTth day of Oecernber, 201.8 a quorum being present and a majority voting in the affirmatlve to amend
the Greene County Zoning Map to show the following property to be zoned A-1, General Agriculture District,

Being the same property  ident i f ied as Greene county tax map 005,  as parcel  019.00,  as shown on the
at tached maos.

This change shall take effect after its passage, the welfare of the county requiring it,

5ponsor Greene County Regional
Planning Commission

Date of  Publ ic  Hear ing
by the Greene County Commission

Decision by the Greene
County Commission:

Signed in Open Meeting:

"*.."...".. .Qrr"sh.ei"!,*?gla
'  Date

Dece4ffi 1"7, ?018-
Date

Approved or Denied

County  Mayor

Attest:

County Court Clerk

R* -
co;nty At;;;;;

g J*,'j"<3Appfoved as to Form

A



Roger A. Woolsey
@.nuttlg$ttorneg

204 N. Cutler St.
Suite 120 ,

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 423/79E-17i9
Fax: 423/798-litl

A RESOLUTION TO SET A SPEED LIMIT
ON WALKERTOWN ROAD

(Second Reading)

WHEREAS, Walkertown Road is located in the 20'n Civil Districts of Greene County
and is 1.41 miles in length connecting Snapps Ferry Road with the Kingsport Highway; and

WHEREAS, Kevin Swatsell, Greene County Highway Superintendent recommended to
the Highway Committee at its meeting on October 7, 2078 to reduce the speed limit on
Walkertown Road in that he believed the present speed limit of 45 miles per hour was a safety
issue on that road; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated 555-B-l53(d) authorizes the Greene County
Legislative Body to set speed limits on county roads; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interests of the citizens of Greene County to
minimize the chances of accidents by establishing a speed limit of 35 miles per hour for
Walkertown Road.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Greene County Legislative Body,
meeting in regular session on the l Ttl' day of Decemb er,2018, a quorum being present and a
majority voting in the affirmative, that, pursuant to, Tennessee Code Annotated 555-8-l53(d),
the speed limit for Walkertown Road shall be set at 35 miles per hour.

Highway Committee
Sponsor

County Clerk

County Mayor

,b



Roger A. Woolsey
$.outntg$ftrr:neg

204 N. Cutler St.
Suite 120 .

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 423/798-1779
Fu<: 423/798-1781

A RESOLUTION TO SET A SPEED LIMIT
ON BERNARD ROAD

(Second Reading)

WHEREAS, Bernard Road is located in the l lth Civil Districts of Greene County and is
1.69 miles in length connecting the Horton Highway with Kennytown Road.

WHEREAS, Kevin Swatsell, Greene County Highway Superintendent recommended to
the Highway Committee at its meeting on October 1,2078 to reduce the speed limit on Bernard
Road in that he believed the present speed limit of 45 miles per hour was a safety issue on that
road; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee Code Annotated 555-S-l53(d) authorizes the Greene County
Legislative Body to set speed limits on county roads; and

WHEREAS, it would be in the best interests of the citizens of Greene County to
minimize the chances of accidents by establishing a speed limit of 35 miles per hour for
Bernard Road.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Greene County Legislative Body,
meeting in regular session on the l Ttl' day of Decemb er,2018, a quorum bei;g present and. a
majority voting in the affirmative,IhaI, pursuant to, Tennessee Code Annototed 555-S-lJ3(d),
the speed limit for Bernard Road shall be set at 35 miles per hour.

Hiehway Committee
Sponsor County Mayor

County Clerk
fr*.- t .--l-*r*.

County Aq$rney 
d



A RESOLUTION OF'THE GREENE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY TO SELECT A
NEW FIXED ANNUITY INVESTMENT OPTION FOR THE GREENE COUNTY 457(b)

DEFERRED COMPENSATION PROGRAM OFFERED THROUGH NATIOII-WIDE
FOR THE FYE JUNE 30,2019

WHEREAS, on November 7ft, 2018, Greene County was informed by Nationwide that there
will be a change to the Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate of the fixed annuity contract currently
available in the Greene County 457(b) Defened Compensation program (plan); and;

WHEREAS, Greene County was provided three (3) options as a replacement investment for the

current fixed annuity contract that carries a Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate of three and one-
half percent (3.5%) through December 3l't,2018; and

WHEREAS, Option 1 would amend the current Plan to lower the current Guaranteed Minimum

Interest Rate on all account balances as of December 3 1 't, 201 8 and all new contributions on the

following schedule

and;

WHEREAS, Option 2 mirrors Option I with the addition of increasing the exchange and
transfer limit from 20Yoto 40o/o for each participant and;

WHEREAS' Option 3 will take all account balances existing on December 31't, 2018 in the
current fixed annuity contract and maintain the current three and one-half percent (3.5%o)

Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate, contributions made after December 3lst. 2018 WILL NOT
be included and;

WHEREAS, contributions made after December 31'1,2018 under Option 3 will fall into one of
two sub-options

A. Continue to offer Nationwide Fixed Contract. This contract will be established with an
initial Crediting Rate 1 .2Yo and a0.5Yo Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate (the

difference in the Crediting Rate and Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate is the

Guaranteed Minimum Interest Rate is the minimum rate established under the contract

and is meant to act as the floor, meaning regardless of market conditions or investment

2018 2019 2020 202r 2022 2023

35% 3.0% 25% 2.0% 1.0% 0.5%

b,



A RESOLUTION OF THE GREENE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY TO SELECT A
NEW FIXED ANNUITY INVESTMENT OPTTON FOR THE GREENE COUNTY 457(b)

DEFERRED COMPENSATION PROGRAM OFFERED THROUGH NATIONWIDE
FOR THE FYE JUNE 30,2019

performance, participants with assets in the Contract will not receive less than the
Guarantee.)

B. Utilize the Program's existing Default Investment Altemative (DIA). and;

WHEREAS' If the Participant does not elect a new investment to replace the Fixed option, it
will be treated as if no investment direction has been given and the Default Investment

Alternative (DIA) will be used for future contributions and:

WHEREASTAs the Program sponsor, Greene County has the responsibility to make decisions

on behalf of the Program regarding products andfeatures available to our participants and;

WHEREAS, Nationwide has requested that Greene County respond by Decemb er 27th 2018

and;

WHEREAS, it is the recommendation of the Insurance Committee that Greene County adopt

Option 3, sub-option A as the replacement investment plan and;

WHEREAS, once the selection has been made, Greene County notify all active participants of
the Program of the decision and recommend that all impacted (only those with investments in the

fixed annuity plan) contact Nationwide to inform them of their investment preference(s) and;

NOW' THEREFORE' BE IT RESOLVED, by the Greene County Legislative Body meeting
in regular session on December 176,2018 aquorum being present and a majority voting in the
affirmative, that the Greene County Legislative Body selects Option 3(a) being offered by
Nationwide as the replacement investment offering in the Greene County 457(b) Deferred
Compensation Program:

County Mayor
Insurance Committee

Sponsor

County Clerk



Roger A. Woolsey
@.aultng$ftrr:neg

204 N. Cutler St.
Suite 120 .

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 423/798-1779
Fax: 423/798-liBl

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE DULY ELBCTED STATE SENATOR
AND STATE REPRBSENTATIVES FOR GREENE COUNTY TAKE SUCH

LEGAL STEPS AS IS NECBSSARY TO REQUIRE/MANDATE THE
APPOINTED POSITION OF CLERK AND MASTER BECOME AN ELECTED

POSITION AS ARE THE OTHER CONSTITUTIONAL OFF'ICES

WHEREAS, Greene County presently has three (3) constitutional offices that

are identified as Clerks; Circuit Court Clerk is responsible for all cases and matters for

three (3) Circuit Judges, one (1) Criminal Court Judge, one (1) Session Court Judge,

and one (l) Juvenile Court Magistrate, the County Clerk whose duties include but are

not limited to vehicle registration and renewal, business licenses issuance, beer permit

issuance as well as being the Clerk of the Greene County Legislative Body, and the

Clerk and Master who in Greene County serves one (1) Chancellor holding Chancery

and Probate Court and who generally holds court on the average of l8 hours per month;

and

WHEREAS, the Circuit Court Clerk and the County Clerk are each an elected

position, elected by the registered voters of Greene County while the Clerk and Master

is and has been an appointed position appointed by the Chancellor with the registered

voters not having any input or voice in that appointment, and

WHEREAS, the clerk and Master position is an antiquated position, a

throwback to political patronage where members of the same family are appointed to

that position for decades as is the case in Greene County where the present Clerk and

Master's father served as Clerk and Master for 10 years, then her mother served as the

Clerk and Master for 20 years and now the present Clerk and Master has served for 25

years for a total of 55 years wherein the position has been occupied by the same family;

and

{



Roger A. Woolsey
@.oarr/rg$ftotneg

204 N. Cutter St.
Suite 120 .

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 423/798-1i79
Fax: 423/798-1781

WHEREAS, because of the clerk and Master's position being filled by

appointment by the Chancellor, in many situations her only obligation is to keep the

Chancellor "happy" without any consideration for serving the citizens of the County in

which she serves by appointment; and

WHEREAS, in many counties such as in Greene County, the Clerk and Master,

with her mandated salary and commissions she earns, in certain instances and in certain

years is the highest paid constitutional officer in the county; and

WHEREAS, in order to operate more efficiently, it would be manifestly in the

best interest of the citizens of Greene County for the position of Clerk and Master to

become an elected position like the other constitutional offices whose election and

service is subject to the will and vote of the citizens of Greene County; and

WHEREAS, while the Greene County Legislative Body understands that the

issue concerning mandatirrg that the Clerk and Master's position become an elected

position has been discussed at the state level on previous occasions, it is the desire of

the Greene County Legislative Body to request that the elected state representatives,

elected to represent Greene County discuss with their fellow Legislators and the

Attorney General for the State of Tennessee a mechanism that would allow the voters of

Greene County as well as the voters in other counties if they desire to elect by popular

vote the person to serve as Clerk and Master.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Greene County Legislative

Body meeting in regular session on the l7th day of Decemb er,20rg, a quorum being

present and a majority is voting in the affirmative that a request be made to our duly

elected State Senator and State Representatives to seek an avenue by which the position



Roger A. Woolsey
@.oartg$ftarnry

204 N. Cutler St.
Suite t20 ,

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 4231798-t779
Fax: 423t798-ti8l

of /Clerk and Master would be an elected position as are all other constitutional office

elected by the citizens of the county in which he/she serves as opposed to an appointed

position who serves at the pleasure of the Chancellor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Clerk is directed to forward a

copy of this Resolution to other counties to determine if other counties are interested in

mandating that the position of Clerk and Master be an elected position as outlined

above.

Robin Quillen _
Sponsor County Mayor

County Clerk
froou a- uJ"*a**

J



Roger A. Woolsey
@ountg$fturneg

204 N. Curler St.
Suite 120 .

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 423/798-1779
Fax: 423/798-17tl

A RESOLUTION TO RESCIND OR RECONSIDER THE RESOLUTION
AUTHORIZING SUZANNE COOK AS COUNTY ATTORNEY PRO-TEM TO

APPEAL FROM THE ORDERS OF THE CHANCERY COURT ON THE
SALARY SUIT FILED BY THE CLERK & MASTBR. KAY SOLOMON-

ARMSTRONG

WHEREAS, Suzanne S. Cook was previously appointed as County Attorney

Pro-Tem to represent Greene County in the civil action filed against Greene County by

Kay Armstrong, Clerk and Master, styled Kay Solomon Armstrong v. Greene County;

and

WHEREAS, after a four day trial before Chancellor John Rambo, who heard the

case by interchange, the Court granted Ms. Armstrong part of the relief she sought of

increased staffing for her office; and

WHEREAS, the Greene County Legislative Body, meeting in a regular session

on August 20,2018 authorized and directed Suzanne S. Cook, County Attomey Pro-

Tem to appeal the Court's ruling granting Ms. Armstrong additional staffing in the

above referenced salary suit brought by the Clerk and Master, Kay Solomon-

Armstrong.

WHEREAS, the Greene County Legislative Body, meeting in a called session

on September 24,2018 considered a resolution sponsored by Jason cobble to

rescind/reconsider the resolution directing that an appeal be taken; however that

resolution failed by a l6-5 vote and the Commission directed that the appeal of the

court decision in the Clerk and Master's salary suit to continue; and

WHEREAS, Lloyd "Hoot" Bowers who voted in against the resolution to

reconsider/rescind now desires to request reconsideration ofthe resolution to appeal by



Roger A. Woolsey
(Iourtg.Afturneg

204 N. Cutler St.
Suite 120 .

Greeneville, TN 37745
Phone: 4231798-1779
Fax: 423/798-t781

the Greene County Legislative Body and seeks to rescind that resolution to appeal

passed by the Commission.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Greene County Legislative

Body meeting in regular session on the lTrh day of Decemb er,2}lg, a quorum being

present and a majority voting in the affirmative that that the most recent directive from

September 24,2018 by the Greene County Legislative body authorizingSuzanne Cook

as County Attorney Pro-Tem to continue the appeal the Court's ruling in the above

referenced salary suit brought by the Clerk and Master Kay Solomon-Armstrong be

rescinded and the appeal be dismissed.

Llovd "Hoot" Bowers
Sponsors County Mayor

County Clerk
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A RESOLUTION TO PROHIBIT F'URTHER DEBATE OR VOTE ON THE
APPEAL OF THE CLERK AND MASTNR'S SALARY LAWSUIT

WHEREAS, on Augu$2A,2018 the Greene County Legislative Body, meeting

in regular session voted to authorize the County Attomey Pro-tem to appeal the

Chancellor's decision providing additional staffing for the Clerk and Master's Office;

and

WHEREAS, a Resolution was presented to the Greene County Legislative Body

seeking to rescind/reconsider the previous resolution authorizing an appeal from the

chancellor's decision granting the clerk and Master additional staffing; and

WHEREAS, that Resolution to rescind/reconsider was fairly debated at the

regularly scheduled Legislative Body meeting on September 17 ,2018 and further

discussed at a called meeting of the Legislative Body on September 24,2018 wherein

after much debate and consideration the Greene County Legislative Body voted 13 to 7

not to rescind/reconsider the Resolution to appeal, which continued the previously

authorized appeal of the Chancellor's decision in the Clerk and Master's lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, now for a second time, Commissioners are requesting again to

rescind/reconsider the previous action of the County Legislative Body appealing the

decision of the Clerk and Master's lawsuit, which the sponsor of this Resolution

believes to be out of Order in that the Resolution to reconsider/rescind has already been

voted on by the Greene County Legislative Body, action has been taken following that

vote and funds has been expended which makes the Resolution to rescind out of Order;

and

WHEREAS, any further consideration of the Greene County Legislative Body's

decision to appeal would not be in order and should not be permitted.
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Greene County Legislative

Body meeting in regular session on the lTth day of Decemb er,20lg, a quorum being

present and a majority is voting in the affirmative that anyfurther Resolution or Motion

to reconsider/rescind the previous action of the Greene County legislative Body to

appeal the Chancellor's decision of the Clerk and Master's Lawsuit is out of Order and

should be prohibited.

Teddy Lawins
Sponsors County Mayor

County Clerk

n
F(o*- aLJ.


