STATE OF TENNESSEE
COUNTY OF GREENE

GREENE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY
APRIL 16, 2018
6:25 P.M.

The Greene County Legislative Body was in regular session on April 16, 2018
at 6:25 P.M. in the Greene County Courthouse. The meeting started at 6:25 P.M. due to
the called meeting of the Commissioners and the Insurance Committee at 5:00 P.M. in the
Wexler Courtroom.

Mayor Crum called the meeting to order to transact business that is lawfully come
before the Honorable Body. Commissioner Brad Peters gave the invocation. Commissioner
Josh Kesterson led the Pledge to the Flag.

Mayor called the Commissioners to sign in on their keypads and the following
Commissioners were present. Commissioners Arrowood, Burkey, Carpenter, Clemmer,
Cobble, Collins, Jennings, Kesterson, McAmis, Neas, Parton, Patterson, Peters, Quillen,
Randolph, Tucker, Waddell, Waddle, and White voted yes. Commissioners Miller and

Shelton were absent. There were 19 Commissioners present and 2 Commissioners absent.



PUBLIC HEARING

e Judy Sexton spoke to the Commissioners in regards to hiring SRO officers and the
School Consolidation. She stated that the County did not need an SRO officer in
every school. Although, she said the children could be protected by installing metal
detectors in all schools.
She asked the Commissioners to vote against the School Consolidation in which she said
Greene County citizens could not afford another property increase.

e Joel Hausser invited the County Commissioners, the Greene County Mayor, and the
Greene County Clerk to the Rural Resources Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the new
Farm and Food Education Center next Monday, April 23 at 11:30 at 2870 Holly
Creek Road.

Mr. Hausser stated that all of the mayoral candidates believe in finding funds, possibly
through taxes, to maintain the convenience centers. But only two mentioned addressing
the 3.6 million tax dollars being used to bury our waste. Will the next mayor promote
recycling?

He said I would like to comment about something that I witnessed after the last
Commission meeting. A man was crossing the area in front of the Courthouse when
another man walked up to him and sticking his finger in the other’s face, asked
“Where are you from?” The man answered. The other man with his finger still
waving in the man’s face said, “You retire here from some other place with higher
taxes because the taxes are lower, and then you want to raise them. It’s people like
you giving us trouble and 1 will do everything I can to get rid of you.” The other

man raised both hands and said, “There is no sense in talking to you” The second
man dropped his finger and said to the others watching , “ I show him. and walked off.

Now, I do not condone bullying or intimidation. But I agree with the first man,
saying anything would have only escalated the foolishness of the situation. Much
can be said about a bully’s character, self-esteem, reasoning, and mental well-being.

Commissioner Jennings asked that the information in which Joel Hausser had stated
concening what he had witnessed after the last Commission meeting be entered into the
Commission minutes. Commissioner Jennings stated that the information was not true.



Commissioner Parton called Marie Collins in which she presented a petition asking for a
county-wide referendum on the school consolidation.

She read a brief statement during the public hearing:

“We, the people of Greene County, who are against the proposed county consolidation,
do hereby request that the County Commission establish a referendum allowing all
registered voters of Greene County the opportunity to vote for or against this most
important issue.” she said, “We hereby present to you a petition signed by approximately
2,609 registered voters, request that you, our elected County Commissioners, place on the
ballot a referendum directed at this important issue.”

Marie Collins said the group opposing the plan would not stop getting signatures. In

more than 448 signatures she had collected herself, only three people she approached
were for consolidation and approximately 20 were undecided or did not know enough
about it. The petitions were given to County Clerk Lori Bryant to be documented.

County Attorney Roger Woolsey explained while the state can hold an advisory
referendum, County Governments cannot except in express cases where authorized by
State statues. Consolidation is one of those situations approved by the state, according

to County Attorney Roger Woolsey, but it's never been done before. He said he had
asked two sources, if there has been a referendum about school consolidation in the

State of Tennessee, and nobody can find a record there has been.

Neas called on Claudia Leonard stated, “ that it is my understanding

that Mayor Crum has authority to spend up to $10,000 dollars on items he deems
necessary on County business. Mrs. Leonard stated that in April 2016, “Mayor Crum
hired Elien Tullock, a paralegal to document all the comings and goings of the

employees in the Clerk and Master’s office. She wanted to know her job description and
how much she was paid. Mayor Crum stated that he did not hire Ellen Tullock that

the County Commission voted to hire the Law Firm, in which Ellen Tullock worked at
the Law Firm.



Commissioner Meeting 4/16/2018

T would like to invite all of you to the Rural Resources Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the
new Farm and Food Education Center next Monday, April 239 at 11:30. 2870 Holly
Croek Road. RSVP at 636-8171 and lunch is provided.

All of the mayoral candidates believe in finding funds, possibly through taxes, to
maintain the convenience centers. But only two mentioned addressing the 3.6 million tax
dollars being uead to bury oor waste. Wil tha nevt mayer promote reryching?

A new study warns the fast-growing South region must invest more in public schools and
higher education to ensure its homegrown talent shares in its economic prosperity. While
failing to invest in schools, the region relies heavily in the influx of newcomers with
college degrees to fill higher-paying jobs. Social and economic divisions will grow if
efforts aren’t made to educate members of the distressed populations so that they can
compete for the best jobs.

Teachers are walking out and demanding pay raises in other locations. Greene County
teachers are paid $11,000.00 less per year than Greeneville teachers. Greeneville is
ranked No 1., while Greene County s ranked No. 104. in Tennessee. Greeneville Uity
Schools ranked 6th in the nation for its innovative uses of technology by the Center for
Digital Education's Digital School Districts Survey Awards. Where does Greene County
stand?

One comment about school consolidation, I have no preference for or against. It appears
that when a proposal is made, several people feel intimidated by the action not being their
idea, so they oppose it. The sad part is there are NO other nroposals as if this is the only
way. There are comments about teacher pay and long bus drives, but No thought out all
inclusive alternatives presented. Mf consolidation is dropped, the present dwindling of
students and funding is a downhill issue which will have to be handled down the road
when the crisis is worse. How far down the road do you kick e can before you have to
pick it up?

[ would like to comment about something that 1 witnessed after the last commissioner
meeting. A man was crossing the area in front of the court house when another man
walked un to him and sticking hi finger in the other’s face, acked “Where are you
from?” The man answered. The other man with his finger still waving in the man’s face
said, “You retire here from some other place with higher taxes because the taxes are
lower, and then you wwant 1o raise them, It’s poople like you gtying us tros ble and T will
do everything I can to get rid of you.” The other man raised both hands and said, “There
is no sense in talking to you.” The second man dropped his finger and said to the others
watchine, “T showed him’, and walberd off

Now, I do not condone bullying or intimidation. But 1 agree with the first man, saying
anything would have only escalated the foolishness of the situation. Much can be satd
about a bally’s character, self esteem, reasoning, and mental well being,



HOWEVER, the Rabbi of my faith asks me to show love, kindness, and care for my .
fellow man, NOT bitterness, hate, and scorn. I can only feel sadness at his actions and o
cantinne to ook for the pood in poopte

With that, Plant Wildflowers!
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