
Proclamation from the State of Tennessee
From the Office of the Mayor

Suicide Prevention Awareness Month
September 2015

WHEREAS, suicide is one of the most disrupt ive and tragic events a family and a community can
experience, with more than 900 l ives lost in Tennessee each year and an est imated 8-25 attempted
suicides for each suicide death; and

WHEREAS, suicide is the lOth- leading cause of al l  deaths in Tennessee and the second-leading cause of
death among people from the age of !5 ro 24 (source: Tennessee Department of Health);  and

WHEREAS, Tennessee veterans, act ive-duty mi l i tary personnel,  and National Guardsmen face a
disproport ionate r isk as compared to the general  populat ion of Tennessee, with more dying from suicide
than combat;  and

WHEREAS, publ ic awareness of this terr i fy ing problem is the key to prevent ing further suffer ing and loss
of l i fe;  and the r isk for human self-destruct ion can be reduced through awareness, educat ion and
treatmenU and as the highest r isk for suicide is among the survivors of those who died by suicide or
those who have attempted suicide; and

WHEREAS, suicide prevent ion has been declared a nat ional pr ior i ty by the President and Congress; and
Tennessee declares suicide prevent ion as a state pr ior i ty and the legislature, in partnership with TSpN,
implements the Tennessee Strategy for Suicide Prevent ion based on the Nat ional Strategy for Suicide
Prevent ion; and

WHEREAS, Tennessee is a national leader in the effort to prevent suicide, being one of the first states to
develop a suicide prevent ion and evaluat ion plan covering the l i fespan; and

WHEREAS, the Governor of Tennessee has appointed a Suicide Prevent ion Network Advisory Counci l  to
coordinate the implementat ion of the Tennessee Strategy for Suicide Prevent ion; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Suicide Prevent ion Network is a grassroots col laborat ion of Tennesseans and
organizat ions working to el iminate the st igma of suicide, educate the community about the warning
signs of suicide, and ul t imately reduce the rate of suicide in our state; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Suicide Prevent ion Network is also committed to excel lence in suicide
prevention, intervention, and postvention,

Now, THEREFORE ,t, rrPGr;!/A/ , , Mayor ot ko"*u 4t ,4V , do hereby proctaim
September 201-5, as f

SUICIDE PREVENTION AWARENESS MONTH

, Tennessee, and do urge al l  c i t izens to work to prevent suicide and to raise
awareness and tolerah-ce around all people affected by this tragedy.


